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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information processing method in a center system, 
comprising: 

receiving a first digital signature for specific data and data concerning a first user to be 
allowed to read said specific data, from a terminal of a second user; 

confirming if an authority to give said first user permission to read said specific data is 
granted to said second user by comparing the received first digital signature with a second 
digital signature, which is registered in a data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific 
data; and 

if i t is judg e d that said first signature and said second signature are identical, performing 
a processing for enabling said first user to read said specific data. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing method as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said performing comprises transmitting hash data, which is registered in said data 
storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data , and which represents that an authority to 
read said specific data is granted to said first user to a terminal of said first user. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing method as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

if i t is judg e d that said first signature and said second signature are not identical, 
generating second hash data from said first digital signature; 

confirming if said authority to give said first user said permission to read said specific 
data is granted to said second user bv comparing the generated second hash data with hash 
data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

executing a processing for enabling said first user to read said specific data. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing method as set forth in claim 3, 
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wherein said executing comprises transmitting hash data, which is registered in said data 
storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data , and which represent that an authority to 
read said specific data is granted to said first user , to a terminal of said first user. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An access authority management method in a center 
system, comprising: 

receiving a first digital signature for specific data from a terminal of a user; 

confirming if an authority to update said specific data is granted to said user by 
comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital signature, which is registered 
in a data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

if i t i s judg e d that said first digital signature and said second digital signature are 
identical, carrying out a setting to gfafit -allow said user an authority to update said specific data. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The access authority management method as set forth in 
claim 5, further comprising: 

if i t is judg e d that said first digital signature and said second digital signature are not 
identical, generating first hash data from said first digital signature; 

confirming if an authority to read said specific data is granted to said user bv comparing 
said first hash data with second hash data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to 
correspond to said specific data; and 

if it is judg e d that said first hash data and said second hash data are identical, carrying 
out a setting to gfafrt -allow said user an authority t o read said specific data. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The access authority management method as set forth in 
claim 6, further comprising transmitting an access denial notice to said terminal of said user, if it 
i s judg e d that said first hash data and said second hash data are not identical. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The access authority management method as set forth in claim 5, further 
comprising: 

if data for updating said specific data is received from said terminal of said user, 
generating third hash data for the updated specific data; 

transmitting said third hash data to said terminal of said user; receiving a third digital 
signature generated from said third hash data, from said terminal of said user; and 

registering said updated specific data, said third hash data, and said third digital 
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signature into said data storage unit. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The access autliority management method as set forth in 
claim 8, further comprising: 

generating fourth hash data from said third digital signature before said registering; and 
comparing said fourth hash data with said third hash data, and wherein said registering is 
executed if i t is judg e d that said fourth hash data and said third hash data are identical. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The access authority management method as set forth in claim 6, 
further comprising, if said authority to read said specific data is granted to said user, transmitting 
said specific data in a state where only reading is enabled, to said terminal of said user. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data registration method in a center system, 
comprising: 

if specific data is received from a user terminal, generate hash data for said specific data; 

transmitting said hash data to said user terminal; receiving a digital signature generated 
from said hash data; and 

registering said specific data, said hash data and said digital signature into a data 
storage uni t, and 

wherein the registered hash and the registered digital signature is used to confirm if an 
authority to access said specific data is grand to an access reguestor . 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data access method in a user system, comprising: 
generating a digital signature from hash data, which is stored in a hash storage, for 

specific data; 

transmitting an access request including said digital signature as data representing 
permission to update said specific data t o a server; and 

if said digital signature and a second digital signature, which is registered in said server, 
for said specific data are identical, receiving and displaying on a display device, said specific 
data in a state where updating is enabled, from said server. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data access method as set forth in claim 12, further 
comprising, if said digital signature and said second digital signature, which is registered in said 
server, for said specific data are not identical, but hash data , which represents that an authority 
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to read said specific data is granted to said user and which is generated from said digital 
signature^, and second hash data, which is registered in said server, for said specific data are 
identical, receiving and displaying on a display device, said specific data in a state where only 
reading is enabled, from said server 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A compute r-readable medium storing a program 
e mbod ie d on a computor - r e adab le m e dium, sa i d computer program comprising for controlling 
an apparatus by : 

receiving a first digital signature for specific data and data concerning a first user to be 
allowed to read said specific data, from a terminal of a second user; 

confirming if an authority to give said first user permission to read said specific data is 
granted to said second user by comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital 
signature, which is registered in a data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; 
and 

if i t i s judg e d that said first signature and said second signature are identical, performing 
a processing for enabling said first user to read said specific data. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 14, wherein said performing comprises transmitting hash data, which is registered in said 
data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data, and which represents that an 
authority to read said specific data is granted to said first user t o a terminal of said first user 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 14, further comprising: 

if i t i s judg e d that said first signature and said second signature are not identical, 
generating second hash data from said first digital signature; 

confirming if said authority to give said first user said permission to read said specific 
data is granted to said second user by comparing the generated second hash data with hash 
data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

executing a processing for enabling said first user to read said specific data. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 16, wherein said executing comprises transmitting hash data, which is registered in said 
data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data, and which represents that an 
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authority to read said specific data is granted to said first user, t o a terminal of said first user. 



18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A compute r-readable medium storing a program for an 
access authority management, said computer program compris i na controlling an apparatus bv : 

receiving a first digital signature for specific data from a terminal of a user; 

confirming if an authority to update said specific data is granted to said user bv 
comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital signature, which is registered 
in a data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

if i t is judg e d that said first digital signature and said second digital signature are 
identical, carrying out a setting to gfaftt -allow said user an author i ty to update said specific data. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 18, further comprising: 

if it is judg e d that said first digital signature and said second digital signature are not 
identical, generating first hash data from said first digital signature; 

confirming if an authority to read said specific data is granted to said user bv comparing 
said first hash data with second hash data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to 
correspond to said specific data; and 

if it is judg e d that said first hash data and said second hash data are identical, carrying 
out a setting to qfafrt -allow said user an author i ty t o read said specific data. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 19, further comprising transmitting an access denial notice to said terminal of said user, if it 
i s judged that said first hash data and said second hash data are not identical. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 18, further comprising: 

if data for updating said specific data is received from said terminal of said user, 
generating third hash data for the updated specific data; 

transmitting said third hash data to said terminal of said user; 

receiving a third digital signature generated from said third hash data, from said terminal 
of said user; and 

registering said updated specific data, said third hash data, and said third digital 
signature into said data storage unit. 
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22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 21 , further comprising: 

generating fourth hash data from said third digital signature before said registering; and 
comparing said fourth hash data with said third hash data, and wherein said registering is 
executed if it i s judged that said fourth hash data and said third hash data are identical. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The compute r-readable medium program as set forth in 
claim 19, further comprising, if said authority to read said specific data is granted to said user, 
transmitting said specific data in a state where only reading is enabled, to said terminal of said 
user. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A center system, comprising: 

moans for rec ei v i ng a unit that receives a first digital signature for specific data and data 
concerning a first user to be allowed to read said specific data, from a terminal of a second user; 

means for compar i ng a unit that confirms if an authority to give said first user permission 
to read said specific data is granted to said second user by comparing the received first digital 
signature with a second digital signature, which is registered in a data storage unit so as to 
correspond to said specific data; and 

m e ans for p e rform i ng a unit that performs a processing fof^nabling said first user to 
read said specific data, if it is judg e d that said first signature and said second signature are 
identical. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 24, wherein said 
m e ans for p e rforming unit that performs a processing comprises m e ans for transmitting a unit that 
transmits hash data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to correspond to said 
specific data, and which represents that an authority to read said specific data is granted to said 
first user, t o a terminal of said first user. 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth In claim 24, further 
comprising: 

m e ans for g e n e rating a unit that generates second hash data from said first digital 
signature, if i t i s judged that said first signature and said second signature are not identical; 
m e ans for a unit that confirms if said authority to give said first user said permission to 
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read said specific data is granted to said second user bv comparing tlie generated second hash 
data with hash data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to correspond to said 
specific data; and 

m e ans for e xecuting a unit that executes a processing fof^nabling said first user to read 
said specific data. 

27. (CURRENTLY AlVIENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 26, wherein said 
m e ans for e x e cut i ng unit that executes a processing comprises m e ans for transm i tting a unit that 
transmits hash data, which is registered in said data storage unit so as to correspond to said 
specific data, and which represents that an authority to read said specific data is granted to said 
first user, to a terminal of said first user. 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A center system, comprising: 

m e ans for r e c ei v i ng a unit that receives a first digital signature for specific data from a 
terminal of a user; 

m e ans for a unit that confirms if an authority to update said specific data is granted to 
said user by comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital signature, which 
is registered in a data storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

m e ans for carrv i ng a unit that carries out a setting to gfant -allow said user an author i ty t o 
update said specific data, if i t i s judged that said first digital signature and said second digital 
signature are identical. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 28, further 
comprising: 

m e ans for g e n e rat i ng a unit that generates a first hash data from said first digital 
signature, if i t i s judg e d that said first digital signature and said second digital signature are not 
identical; 

means for a unit that confirms if an authority to read said specific data is granted to said 
user by comparing said first hash data with second hash data, which is registered in said data 
storage unit so as to correspond to said specific data; and 

m e ans for oarrv i ng a unit that carries out a setting to gfaftt -allow said user an author i ty t o 
read said specific data, if i t i s judged that said first hash data and said second hash data are 
identical. 
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30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 29, further 
comprising m e ans for transmitt i ng a unit that transmitting an access denial notice to said terminal 
of said user, if i t i s judged that said first hash data and said second hash data are not identical. 

31 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 28, further 
comprising: 

m e ans for gen e rat i ng a unit that generates , if data for updating said specific data is 
received from said terminal of said user, third hash data for the updated specific data; 

m e ans for transm i tt i ng a unit that transmits said third hash data to said terminal of said 

user; 

m e ans for r e o e iv i ng a unit that receives a third digital signature generated from said third 
hash data, from said terminal of said user; and 

m ea ns for regist e ring a unit that registers said updated specific data, said third hash data, 
and said third digital signature into said data storage unit. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 31 , further 
comprising: 

m e ans for g e n e rating a unit that generates a fourth hash data from said third digital 
signature before said registering; and 

m e ans for oomparing a unit that compares said fourth hash data with said third hash data, 
and wherein said m e ans for r e g i st e ring unit that registers operates if i t i s judg e d that said fourth 
hash data and said third hash data are identical. 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The center system as set forth in claim 29, further 
comprising m e ans for tran s m i tt i ng a unit that transmits said specific data in a state where only 
reading is enabled, to said terminal of said user, if said authority to read said specific data is 
granted to said user. 
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